
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH7534 September 18, 1997
SUPPORT THE MENENDEZ

RESOLUTION

(Ms. VELÁZQUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, the
purpose of our democracy is to debate
our differences in an open and civil
manner. Without respectful disagree-
ment, there can be no freedom. When
we lose elections or when we lose bat-
tles in this Chamber, we understand
that this is the will of the people.
These are the hallmarks of our society,
and they are the reason that our demo-
cratic system has survived for over 200
years.

Mr. Speaker, these principles are
under attack. A former Member of this
body has chosen to violate the prin-
ciples that have governed this House
for so long. He has used his floor privi-
leges to advance his personal agenda.
He has verbally attacked a Member of
this Congress, and he has disrupted the
democratic process.

I rise today to support the privileged
resolution being offered by the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr.
MENENDEZ]. We must not allow any
former Member of Congress, of any
party, to set foot in this Chamber if it
discredits and violates the integrity of
this House.
f

EDUCATION SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

(Mr. ADERHOLT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, some
education reforms weaken the control
of parents over their children’s edu-
cation while others strengthen them.
For those interested in increasing the
control of the Federal Government
over the education of children, A-plus
accounts will be something you will
want to attack.

A-plus accounts put more power in
the hands of parents to ensure what is
best for their kids. And what is best for
their kids always includes a school
where kids can feel safe, where teach-
ers are dedicated to giving students the
best education possible, and, most of
all, where children are surrounded by
an environment that inspires hope and
confidence that a bright future belongs
to them. This is not the case for mil-
lions of children across America today.

A-plus accounts are education sav-
ings accounts that will give hope and a
better education for many of those
children who are trapped in schools
that rob them of a bright future. If let-
ting more children share in the Amer-
ican dream is more than a slogan, then
A-plus accounts should be supported by
Republicans and by Democrats alike.
f

IN SUPPORT OF MENENDEZ
RESOLUTION

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the privileged resolution
being offered this afternoon by the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr.
MENENDEZ].

Yesterday, I stood on the floor of this
House and I listened to my colleague be
verbally accosted by a former Member
of this body. This former Member has
pressing business pending before this
House, and he should not even be al-
lowed on this floor while the matter is
being considered. This is the U.S. Con-
gress, the people’s House. This is no
place for this sort of language and for
this sort of behavior.

If this body is to retain any integ-
rity, we must bar all former Members
from the floor when they have any
matter pending before this body. The
American people have lost so much
faith and confidence in this body over
the course of the last several years. Let
us not give them another reason to lose
any more.
f

KEEP THE HOUSE FLOOR FREE OF
INTIMIDATION

(Mr. LEWIS of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I wanted to come to this side of the
Chamber because I wanted to speak es-
pecially to my Republican colleagues.

Later today, the House will consider
a privileged resolution regarding the
conduct of a former Member of this
House. I do not want to get into the
particulars of what the former Member
said and did during his visit on the
House floor yesterday. What I want to
do is to appeal to my Republican
friends to stand up for the integrity,
order, and decorum of this House when
a vote is taken on this resolution.

No Member of this House should be
subjected to verbal abuse, harassment,
or intimidation by anyone, not on the
floor of the House of Representatives.
This vote goes to the heart of this be-
loved democratic institution. I appeal
to my Republican colleagues to stand
up and later vote for the privileged res-
olution. Send a message that offensive
language, threats, and intimidation
will not be tolerated on the floor of the
House of Representatives.
f

b 1030

COVERING UP FOR THE WHITE
HOUSE AND THE DNC

(Mr. SCARBOROUGH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCARBOROUGH. Mr. Speaker, as
always, I was inspired by the talk of
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr.
LEWIS]. He was a leader in the sixties.
I think he still is a leader here. I want
to come to this side of the aisle to im-
press upon my friends on the Demo-
cratic side to start moving forward and

doing things to clean up their own
house on campaign finance before they
go to the other side and talk about how
we need to reform laws that they are
not even obeying.

Today, Bob Woodward writes, ‘‘New
documents provide stark new evidence
that the party advertising in the
Democratic scheme was illegal.’’ On
the front page of the New York Times,
not regularly a Republican supporter,
it says in one instance, ‘‘blatant im-
proper lobbying of the President’s secu-
rity council, Ms. Heslin, told of her
amazement that the chairman of the
Democratic National Committee, Don-
ald L. Fowler, dared to call in October
1995 to say that a CIA agent would be
telephoning’’ to lobby to let this dan-
gerous international criminal into the
White House. Of course, we know the
rest of this shady scheme.

What this is amounting to on the
side of the Democrats is covering up
for the White House and the Demo-
cratic National Committee. Do your
job. Do the American people’s job.
Clean up this mess.
f

SUPPORT PRIVILEGED RESOLU-
TION TO BAR FORMER MEMBER
FROM FLOOR
(Mr. EDWARDS asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, if there
is any principle that Republican-Demo-
cratic Members of Congress should be
able to agree upon, it is that no outside
person should be allowed to walk onto
this floor and verbally attack in crude
vulgar language any Member of this
House. For that reason, I want to urge
all Members, from both parties, to sup-
port today the privileged resolution to
bar former Member Robert Dornan
from floor privileges.

Mr. Speaker, if I used in this state-
ment the crude language used by Mr.
Dornan against our colleague yester-
day, my words would be struck from
the House RECORD and I would be de-
nied the right to speak, even though I
am a sitting Member.

Why should an outside member,
someone not an elected Member of this
body, be treated any differently?

Mr. Speaker, this historic House
should be a sanctuary of democracy,
where all elected Members from both
parties should be able to exercise their
constitutional obligations to be the
voice of their constituents. No Member
should exercise that authority and that
right with fear of being attacked by an
outside member of this body. Vote for
this privileged resolution today.
f

DO NOT LOSE SIGHT OF
EDUCATION

(Mr. ROGAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, as much as
I appreciate my colleagues on the other
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